SEASON OF CREATION
INTERGENERATIONAL SERVICE
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The purpose of an intergenerational service is that all ages are intentionally
gathered together to worship God. The focus of this service is to celebrate the
connection and diversity of God in each other and creation and our role in
sustaining it. The readings for this week are:
Genesis 2:18-24
Psalm 8
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16
You can use the ideas on the following pages as part of your usual service
structure or you could begin worship as you usually would and then do worship
stations around the church for people to engage in together.
All of these ideas have been used in real-life church worship. Feel free to adapt,
add, subtract and recreate for your context.
May God be with you in your worship together.

AS YOU BEGIN
HINTS TO START
It's easier with a team!
Gather a few people to plan
the worship. Divide roles
and responsibilities between
them.

CURATING THE SPACE
Music
Choose music or songs that have meaning to your congregation and
that have a praise or creation theme. If you have combined different
congregations, choose music that reflects all the different traditions
present.

Choose people of different
ages to lead the different
parts of the service.

Adornment
If your children's ministry created the nature collage (see the ideas
for children's ministry document) use that as a focal point of worship.
Work with your flower people to create some arrangements for the
sanctuary and around the church.

A roving microphone can
allow people who have
difficulty moving the chance
to lead and engage from
their seat.

Seating
If you can, arrange your space so people can easily talk to each
other and move around. Some churches are able to use tables and
create small groups to participate in the activities. If you are doing
small table groups, consider having supplies for the worship
activities at each table.

If you usually have space
near the back of your church
for children, remove it and
encourage them to sit with
their families. Otherwise
you could move the space to
the front where children can
see and hear more easily.

Liturgy
If you are doing more creative elements in your worship then be
selective with how much liturgy to include and be aware of time. The
Thanksgiving for Creation and Redemption in He Karakia Mihinare o
Aotearoa may be a good choice for this season or you could explore
the liturgies at www.seasonofcreation.com for some ideas.

If you choose to do worship
stations, it can be useful to
have some people available
who can help engage little
children and people who
might be unsure of what is
happening.
Sharing our faith stories is
an important part of
intergenerational worship.
Giving people an
opportunity to talk to one
another in worship helps
this to happen.

Instructions
It is important that everyone understands what is going on and when.
Ensure that instructions of what to do are communicated by the
worship leader as well as on PowerPoint slides or handouts. If doing
worship stations ensure written instructions are placed at each
station and have your worship leader go around before people begin
to outline what each station is.

CONFESSION

PRAYERS

You will need: a clear glass bowl with water,
displayed so everyone can see it; rubbish such
as milk bottle tops, plastic and foil bags; cold
tea or similar to colour the water and several
people to help. If using as a worship station, put
all the rubbish in before you start.

You will need: Royalty-free photos displayed on
Powerpoint, a wall if doing worship stations or
on pieces of paper at tables. Prepare some
simple prayers ahead of time based on the
following ideas.

As we come into our time of confession we
remember that we have not cared for creation
well.
Invite the people to come up one by one and to
drop their rubbish into the clean water. Stand
back and have a moment of silence before
continuing
We confess that we throw away things we
shouldn't
We confess that we don't think of what we
consume
We confess... (add your own)
Continue with your usual confession and
absolution.

Church
Have a picture of your church and congregation
People impacted by climate change
A photo of flooding in the Pacific
People who are homeless
Photo of a tent-town or similar
Human impact on creation
A picture of the great ocean patch or a large
rubbish tip.
Vaccine access and justice
A picture of a person being vaccinated
Food access
Two contrasting photos of a table filled with food
and a table with very little.

www.unsplash.com has royalty-free images

READINGS
Use different ways of telling the bible story; read from
the bible; use a children's bible such as the Jesus Bible
Storybook or use a video of the gospel reading. Act out
a story. You could also create a psalm of praise (see
below)
www.lumoproject.com has a YouTube channel with all Gospel
readings on video.

Creating a Psalm of Praise

CONNECTION
At the beginning of the service, invite people to
talk to others near them and share a time where
they experienced God in creation
If you have a sermon or homily have a few
questions that people could discuss afterwards.
This can naturally lead into a time of reflection or
prayer (see page 4 for a reflective option while
.
creating a garden)

You will need: enough dried leaves, leaf shaped paper or
green strips for the whole congregation; pens; blue tack.
A whiteboard/wall/space where people can put their
words.
Read Psalm 8 out loud.
Invite people to write down their own words of praise
on the leaf/paper, encourage them to help others who
may need it.
Play some quiet music or your choir sing a song of
praise and invite people to come up and stick their
words on the wall
Read out the words of praise or collate them and
publish/share/use it later in worship.

ADDITIONAL IDEAS FOR WORSHIP
CREATE A GARDEN

COLOURING PRAYER

You will need: large table or space where

You will need: colouring sheets, colouring pencils,
sharpeners, space to colour

sand can be placed, plastic, sand (one
large bag), leaves, seed pods, flowers,
herbs, written instructions

This can be used as a worship station, as
a response after the sermon, prayers or
communion or as a small group activity
or at the front of church to engage busy
people.
Invite people to reflect on our role in both
nurturing and sustaining the earth.
Invite them to pick up a leaf/flower/seed
pod and place it in the garden as a
commitment to living more sustainably.

This can be used as a worship station for prayer or as allcongregation or small group prayer. A Mandela shape can
work well or www.illustratedministry.com has a "Today I
pray" colouring poster which would work as a collaborative
activity. You could also invite people to draw random swirls
and colour in the shapes.

Invite people to pray prompted by different colours:
Green - pray for the land and how we use it
Blue - pray for the ocean
Yellow - pray for the air and atmosphere
Brown - pray for food and food supplies
Red - pray for people who are sick
Pink - pray for people who are lonely

Orange - pray for our church.

BLESSINGS
If your children's ministry has been nurturing
seedlings over Season of Creation then you may want
to place them at the front of church and bless them as
part of the communion service.
St Francis of Assisi day is celebrated on the 1st
Sunday in October, some churches do a blessing of
animals!
Near the end of the service, use the blessing from
Numbers 6:24-26 and invite everyone to bless
someone else in the congregation (put the words up on
the screen for everyone to see)

