SEASON OF CREATION

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY IDEAS
Some creative ideas inspired by the Lectionary readings.
Created by Angela Blundell, Children and Family Ministries
Anglican Diocese of Auckland

WEEK ONE - CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER
James 2:1-10 highlights our role in caring for people who are poor and this week we focus on
those impacted by climate change and to reduce food inequalities, access and waste.
Food Pantry:
Invite children to bring a can of food, to be placed in a local food pantry or donated to a food
bank. Before the food is donated, bless the food and pray for the people who will receive it.
If your church already has a food bank operating, arrange to have your children pack some
boxes during their Sunday School time. When you have finished pray for the people who will
receive these boxes.
Sowing seeds:
Get some seeds and seed mix and start to grow edible plants that can be nurtured by the
children throughout the season. The plants could be gifted at the end of September. Many
gardeners in your congregation have seedling pottles and may even have some seed mix so ask
around.

WEEK TWO - CALLED TO ACTION
The readings for this week are a reminder that we are called to action.
Speaking out:
Do a brainstorm to identify things that we could be doing to help the earth. Provide paper, pens,
colouring pencils and felts and invite the children to draw or write a letter to their local MP or the
Prime Minister asking them address these needs.You may wish to prepare a few simple
sentences for younger children to copy. (note most local MP’s and the Prime Ministers office will
respond to children’s letters in time). Finish with a time of prayer for world leaders and for us to
find ways of caring for the world.
Cleaning up:
Talk about how important our care of the earth is and how we are all responsible. Do a rubbish
collection around the church property or a local park (within walking distance) to show how we
can do something to help the planet. You may wish to organise this after the adult worship
service and do it with your whole congregation and finish with a shared meal.

WEEK THREE - OUR CHOICES MATTER
This weeks reflection focuses on the importance of noticing what we do. This week you could:
Walk to Church Sunday:
Encourage everyone to walk to church or share a lift if they are too far away. Talk about how small
things can make a big difference if we all do it. Talk about other ways we could reduce car use.
Creation Walk:
Take a walk in your local area during Sunday School time, take your time and periodically invite
children to pause, stop and notice creation around them. Talk about how important it is to take time
to notice all the little things in the world. If you want, collect fallen leaves, flowers and seed pods to
take back and make the collage below.
Nature Collage:
You will need – leaves, flowers, seed pods gathered from outside, large piece of cardboard, or
several taped together, paper tape or hot glue gun.
Invite the children to create a collage – talk about how the simple things in nature are often the
most beautiful. Use this time for the children to share about what they love to do outside. When
you have finished give thanks to God for the beauty of creation. Use the collage as a focal point of
worship in your children's ministry or in church for an intergenerational service.
For a fully reusable/composable option, create sand trays and invite the children to decorate them
with the leaves, flowers and seed pods. Use them as table decorations in worship.

WEEK FOUR - PRAYER
Sensory prayer:
For each child you will need:
A candle/electric candles to light, leaves to hold, dirt in a container, water, a mandarin.
Depending on the size of your group and resources available you could use a plastic sandpit (like a
shell one) or have small bowls/ice cream containers of dirt and water for the children to use. If you
have a garden in your church that has a suitable position, consider doing the prayer outside using a
watering can to sprinkle water on their hands.
Explain that we are going to pray using all our senses and that at the end of each prayer we will pray
together “God of love, hear our prayer”.
Invite the children to turn on their candles or light a single candle, place it on a table and pray:
“God of love, we light this candle as a symbol of your presence with us”
“God of love, hear our prayer”
“God of love, hear our prayer”.
Invite the children to pick up a leaf or flower and hold it, invite them to look at the colour, to feel the
texture of the leaves, is it shiny or smooth or rough? Pause to allow time to examine. Finish with:
“Living God, help us to care for the plants and animals.
“God of love, hear our prayer”
“God of love, hear our prayer”.
Invite the children to pick up a handful of dirt and hold it in their hand. Let it move through their fingers.
Can they shape it? Does it feel dry or wet? Pause. Finish with:
“Creator God, help us to care for the earth and the things that grow”
“God of love, hear our prayer”
“God of love, hear our prayer”.
Invite the children to put their hands in the water and feel it, the movement as they move their hands
around, what sound does the water make as it moves? Pause. (if you wanted you could play some
water sounds such as a trickling steam or ocean). Finish with:
Living water, help us to keep the water in our world clean.
“God of love, hear our prayer”
“God of love, hear our prayer”.
(note, ensure hands are washed before the next part)
Invite the children to wash their hands properly and then sit down at a table. They will probably be a
bit excited so invite them to come into a quiet place for a moment. Give them a mandarin, invite them
to feel the skin, it’s smoothness. As they open it, invite them to smell it and then taste. Eat the
mandarin.
“Creator God, thank you for giving us good food to smell and taste. Help us to care for people who do
not have enough.
“God of love, hear our prayer”
“God of Love, hear our prayer”.

